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For many years, the proper development of Mud Island, which 
lies west of the central business district, has been a subject 
of much discussion, The early plan of 1924 recommended its acqui­
sition and development for park purposes and in developing the 
plan for major streets and parking, recommendations were made for 
the future development of this area for a varied number of uses. 
Details of this plan are shown on Plate 20, This area is the only 
additional large park proposed in the plan, 

The early plan of 1924 and the revised plan of 1939 recognized 
the potential value of the Wolf River and Nonconnah Creek valleys 
to the future development of Memphis, Recommendations were made 
for acquiring and preserving land adjoining these two streams to 
provide an extensive green belt completely surrounding the city 
on three sides which would preserve the natural wooded areas per­
manently as forests, It could be used for all kinds of recre­
ational facilities of the nature now carried on in the two Shelby 
forests, It would also provide a corridor through which a cir­
cumferential highway could be constructed and would prevent the 
use of low-lying flooded areas for inappropriate purposes, 

Close supervision should be given to the development of new 
subdivisions within the green belt area and no new such develop­
ments should be permitted on the low-lying parts, The limits of 
the green belt, as shown on the plan, should be more closely 
delineated after more extensive surveys are made but as shown on 
the plan they can be used as a guide in controlling adjoining 
development, 

One advantage of such a development is that it provides 
opportunities for the creation of several neighborhood parks 
along the fringes of the city which can occupy part of the public 
reservation in the locations shown on the plan, The proposed 
reservation will contain approximately 11,130 acres, Only a 
portion of the circumferential green belt is shown on Plate 32 
as the eastern connection between Nonconnah Creek and Wolf River 
is considerably distant east of the corporate limits ana the 
location of this portion of the reservation will be shown in con­
nection with the Shelby County Park Flan, 

Development of the proposed circumferential green-belt should 
be the joint responsibility of the City of Memphis and Shelby 
County, It is entirely possible that the State of Tennessee 
would join in the undertaking utilizing at least a portion of the 
area for state parks or state forests, 
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Proposed Neighborhood Parks 

Existing Neighborhood Parks to be Expanded. To meet neighbor­
hood demands for recreational activities the following parks 
should be enlarged: Beale, Belz, Bickford, Tillman, Gaston, 
Klondike, Lincoln, Orange Mound, Southside, University and Howell, 
Winchester. 

New Neighborhood Parks Adjacent to School Sites. Whenever 
possible neighborhood parks should be .located adjacent to ele­
mentary school sites. Both facilities together form the nucleus 
for a neighborhood center so important to the stability of resi­
dential comm.unities. It is recommended that 25 new park sites 
be acquired adjacent to existing and proposed school sites. 
These new parks will alleviate deficiencies in the park system 
and provide ample neighborhood facilities for the future popu­
lation in the adjoining areas. 

The location for these new neighborhood parks adjoining 
school sites located within the present corporate limits are as 
follows: 

1. East of Hanover and south of South Parkway - adjacent
to proposed school. 

2. South of Crump Boulevard and east of Mason - adjacent to
LaRose School. 

3. South of Walker and east of College - adjacent to Commings
School, 

4. East of Castalia and north of Person - adjacent to
Magnolia School. 

5, West of Meagher and north of Jackson .. adjacent to 
Springdale School, 

6, North of Dwight and east of Charjean - adjacent to Char­
jean School. 

7. East of Pendleton and north of Deadrick - adjacent to
proposed school. 

8. North of Poplar and east of Tillman - adjacent to East
High School, 

9, East of Graham and south of Bayliss - adjacent to 
Kingsbury School, 












































































































